As b known to many of onr readers, this
body will assemblo st [olly Springs during
the State Fuir, whicl is to be held there noxt
Fuall. Tt sooms somewhat strange to us, that
the raeeting of a body whose oljeets are wo
important, should be treated with that indif-

which the world exhibits, The greatness in-
tewded in the resnsrk isrpot that vative or
intrinsio grentness which inheres in its sub-
jeet: for in this sense, doubtless, many are
bom great whom the dramatist by no means

(s | for any place slhort of an asylam for lunatics,

_: . - - Cag ' .
-N' . gk } ay 1 & ‘
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grarauty of suodess in the moat diflicult emer-| enthraled Taly oven wiore mi sembly thin
cies ; whils Napoloon, as if to destroy | before. "

‘tho oonBdeuoe ol all maakind 5 ks ftuoss |  The ia, w6 repost; taeday the mustor of Bo-

twice hamanded his life in rovalutionary move-
monta, compared with which, in”point of res-
sonable promise of suceess, the descont of
Lopez upon Cula was commemdable and ju-
dicions,  When, therefore, Washington was
raised to.the control of our emibarmssed pub-

in the trnuimels of red tape formality and di-
plomatic procedent, wring their hands in im-
bocile distress,© 110 % petifios ths boundary™
of Prance upoy the Alps, without considoer-
dng that it i sob mlabls for & wonasch to

A iy oy e,

lic affairs, it was feit that, if succesa was pos-
sible at all, it was powsible for him; buty

snocze in Bugopo without the asseut of his
brother potentates, and the wtartlod powem

dedigned 1o inclnde. Such grentness, if it | When the world saw a people 80 far deludod

never manifest itself, Is an if it were not;

forence which is so manifest,  The mamfise-
tarors snd eotton-buyers of the ol worll
are extrting every encrgy to make thomselves
independent of the cotton growing States of |
this Republic. Euglwd and Franee are spen-
ding millions sunually, to raise a fow thou-
sand bags of eotton in Tnidin und Algeria—
All these efforts have in view the diversion of |
the cotton trade from this country to their |

while, if, by its vigorous displays, it foree the
world to recognize its suporiority, it attains,
thirongh its conto lodl eminence, a greatness
of position, which, though a coussyuence of
tha other, is by no meins the sume thing.—
Gray, meditating among ‘w Bombs of the
forgotten and obscure, gives na an iden of this
supposalle bat unknown and unconscious '

by the shadow af a great name as, by a sort
of wild and unrensoning impulse, 1o commit
thoir destinies into the hands of a reckless
and hairbrained adventurer, the conviction
was no less universal that il it wero possible for
a good cause to be shipwreeked by an incom-
petent pilot, the French nation had found out
the very ma to do it,

.
T 4

Il Louis Napoleon died before the revs

exchiim agninst the outmge, and sabuit.—
Il says to the vagabond despots whom Italy

had stated that he himsclf sw a faming stone
Gll wpon sn emincoce i Provenee; and, afler
z‘ﬁc the_vidhle characteristics of this
stone, added g it weighed fifty-nine pounds.
The diligence of gnore modern investigators has
brought together acoounts of many similar oc-
carrences of earliyy date than the present ceniy-
ry; and some carlior than either of the two just
| mentionel. - One of the most remarkable of these,
was (he fall of a stone in the year 1492, at Eosis-
heitn, in Germany, of the extraordinary weight of
260 pounds.  Between 1760 and 1800, sbout a
dozen examples are recorded

The pumber of wellanthenticated cases of
similar phenomena, withis the present eentury,

s | iy soosmmed i o inae which, ks e | outofthele pahe by he iracions f (s soth

I Twere to venture the exprossion

and wmoon.
: eumuwmwﬁﬁ-“w
h uamo . -

badies foreign to the earth, w mo-
mosphers, it only remains (o assign & reasan
this brightaess,

passage, sud this secnus particularly t0 be the
case with the vast numbers which xppear in |
vocasional so-called “ star-showers,” ke
memorable one which oceurred on the 3
of the 18th of Noveraber, 15383, .
Bﬂoﬂthehyp&wvﬂ&hu“ﬂr
gested to sccount for aeralites wonld ox-
plain, and have heen employed to explbia the
of shooting stars.  Others axe more
Tanited in their applicabillity, sud leave the Iatter
| elass of phenomena to find an independent solu-
tion.

momentary and for the heat
which munifestly attends it, and is made evident
by the accompanying expl od the vitrifac-
tiou of the fragments which fall. Twenty years
ago, this problem was less easy of solution than

You will not expeet mo 40 go into a diseossion

itis to-day ; although twenty years ago the cause

of the morits of theso severa! iypotheses,  To do

was stated, generally, in the same terms as now.

has spurned from her, * you may retumn to f in very considernble. The ealdnet of the Rritish

s _ - miseum conlaing spechnens of more than thirty
your domhmu.w. if the m.-lcmf you ;" but | belonging to this period, Wiiase place and timo of
he says to their more formidably backers, You | 60 ere known, « The total number of specimens
slindl not Kt a foot in their bobalf, and they | jp ghat eollection, cmbracing those whosetimes of
swallow their chagrin anil remisin iunctive.— | full are unknown, as well as ghose in which the
More darhig than all, bo says to thoe pope, | G was witsessed, s sbout Seventy. o The eul-
“submit gracefully to a necesity which you | leetion at Amberst college, Mass, made by Pro-
canuot overrule ; alinudon you claim woa ter- | fessor Chax, Ul Shopard, is the  largest in this

this would oceupy a much langer space than T This eause is the revistance which the moving
| enn sl present devote to the sulject. Tt will prob- | masses encounter in thiir passage through theat-
| ably bo suflicient to state, in brief, the substances | mosphere.  The relation of hoat to force, and of
| of the hypotheses themsglves.  Tn the first place, [force to heat, and the controvertibility of either

s before the actual fall of metooric hodiedfrom | into the other, are matters of comparatively re-

the stmosphere had hoen ineontestalily proved, | cent discovery, It may now be computed with

the burned and vitrified appearance of the magses | rigid exactness what amount of heat may be pro-
[ as they wero ocmslomally found, together with | duced by the expenditure of any given amount
their general uniformity of chomical constitution, | of force.

‘ritery which is no longer yonrs nnd which

own, that they may regain the scoptre of

commeree, whicl lue 8o longe departed from
them.  TPho Atlantic States, at the same time, |
are striving to koep us in commereial subjec- |
tion to thenselves,

While all those efforts are being made to |

groatness, in the snayestion that,

“Some village Hampuden, who, with dauntles Lreast, |

Tho liwde tyrant of his felds withsiood, —

Bome mute, inglodlous  Milton, here may rest—

Some Crosawell, guiltiess of his country’s blood"
The greatness, however, which Shakspeare

had in mind, and with which wo have 1o do

{ olation of 1848, he would Lave been retuem-

make anprofitalile that produet of our soil | at prosent, is that which depends on ciream-
whioh now Dbriugs "us riches without limit, | stances extemal to the pesson who is fortu-

bierwd, it remembered at all, only as a weak
and visionary young tau, possessid indoed
of talents, (manifostod in his writings,) which
well dirceted might have made bim & useful
citizem ; but mined, for all practical purposes,
by his conseless remembrance of the faet that
he was the pephow of his uncle.  Ilad he
died] after the revolution, and before that Lokl

you cannot recover; coufing yoursell within
the limits of which you sre still secure, and |
you shall still enjoy the protection of France: ‘
refuse these oonditions, and my armies shall
leave you to tuke care of youreell" Awnd
thongh the holy futher respoisls to the ap-
peal with querulous complaints and angey |
menaces, yet tho uumoved idareh turns not

eamtry, and, with one exceptioh, the largest In
the worll  Ttecontained, in 1858, 124 specimens.,
The eollection at YViennn, in Anstria (In the im-
perial cabinet), the only one whichrexecods Pro-
fussor Shepand's, contained in 1850, 139 spoci-
mens, of which 70 have fallen sinee 1500, All
tho Iarge colleetions vantuin specimens which full
in your own State of Tennessoe; the latest in
point of datein the cutulognes, within this nrea,
having fallon near Carthagein the yenr 1847, Tho

| and their dissimilarity to any other mincrals, sug- |

A moving muss of mattor isan embodied foree,

and so gives us 0 propondenating influence |

dong the nations, we fold our arms and
stand idly by,
piedves, we e nothing, relying too much upon

ourinone natural ndvantages, Tnstead of bring-

tug to light and improving those msonroes |
which the *God of Natare hath placod in ote

powen™ wo allow them o lie neglooted, and

go towreok, Our lands wear out, and are aban-

doned. Our forosts nrw destroyed, and are

rather an incumbraaee than 8 source of profit

or of power, Our manufictaring and com-
migreind interests linve little encourazement,
Our colleges and sehools ave illy supported.
Al things soem to be lost sight of, but the
mere enltivation of the soil,

For many years, efforts lave Doen contin
ually wade, on the purt of somo patriotic
Southerners, to remedy this deplomble stite
of things, and as a slichit reward of Uhele ln-
bors, they seo the public mind st last awae
l((‘lliil,’.{ Lo l]ln' illl|tlll'1;ll|r'|' --f the nll'ij:'l't, un-l
secking to remnedy the growing evil,  Every
braneh of Sonthern euterprise s :Iul\.\iu'::l_:,;
more rapidly than ever bofure,  Th free
from conpmervinl depetsdence on States which

s

are cogmies to our fnstitations nnd poliey,

Direct Trade hetwoen the Souther Neites, |
as producgrs, amd the nore Tihoral States of |

Europr, as eonstiiors, hias long seemad the
most. feasible plan,
fur'\'enn doevated his I‘Ih‘l'__-':‘“ Lo lin' ]il'unlu-
tion of direel commoreinl intercourse botween

Delginm and aomp city in the sotlon srow-
g T |

ing States,  Iis lifedong Purome seoms to

have Leen lll'l"'illIJ”\lil"] al last.  An sl
tion, of largo Iu-)lu-_t’.'-! interests, lins Doen
formed in Brussels, Lavine for its ohject, &
more infiinate intercouse with the Seuthern
Btatoes, lcmkfn; rﬁili‘-‘}:l"_‘.' tor the conumerce in
cutton,
sct in any matler portaining to the mannfhe-
taring or conmerelal interests of the Sontlh,
lins recently sent to Earope % delegation of

And Georgele, ."l“:l'\"\- forcmost 1o

bier most distinguished and alile mon, with
tlit express desipn of futhering the interosts
of Direet Trale,

Direet Trde seema to be relied npon as
the great vemedy which is to free us of our
i,
But why, seeking o grand objoct, should ye
negflect the less important! The people of

depemdence on England and New B

the Sonth have nuny  iutercsts In connmon,

Instead of strengtliening our-

nate enongh to eujoy "it; circumstanoces
whicli nsually embyuce pre-cwinence of po-
sition, palitical or socinl, sl n power mate-
rinl or moral to affect or control the current

step, by which, In a single night, lie swept | to the right liand nor the left; but stendily

awny overy trace of the l'\"ptlhlic which hal | ook on l-r-lp:lr‘lllg {o be as ;_m-nl s hin word,
liwen his nh-ppill;:-:-l-nm to power, hie wiiglit | The order hna gons forth. The French }..1.\-

hinve

boen mentioned in history a3 one of

Me. €, G. Baylor huas |

of human affides, sd to stawp an impross
npon the world's cotlemporiry [Iidn?.\'. This
is n gremtuess to which oune may easily be
born, withont [m.-m:w.-in:: the shigltest trace
of thut inner and nolbler superiority, by means
of which, (and, under ordinary eirenmutanees,
by means of which only,) the originally -
It is
a greoatness (o which one may be hom with-

Lle sometimes rise to exalted station,
| out being oqual to ity and which, as in the
instance of Charles the Simple, or Lewis the
| Stammerer, or Etheleed the Unreaidy, may

serve only to perpetnate tho wemory of his

wanknosses or his Jefoots,
Such a greatness, too, in the often nnomn-

| lons eourse of hummn events, may somelimes
b thrust upon one for whom nature hiadd mot
desiomod it The son of the great Protector
of I':w_'.i:nﬂ. thonah uot entitled, ‘-_\' the eir-
ecrnmstanse of his prarentnze, to Lienr the rod
of empire which deasth had wrested from liis
father's Tund, happened nevertheless to Lo in

”u_' wiy \l]u-n 0N ReCERAOE Wis 1||-{'l[t'-[, :Ill']

welootng gretitness, which e :-hul”}' nflor g0
ghudly resigued, e poet Lamartine, snid |
the pobiticul eonvalsions under which Frinee |
was teeling, just after the dowafall of the eit- |
igen king, Liappened a0 o Tis amonge the
most eonspienons oljeets foating upon the
stirfioe of aglmtid sneiety, mnd boonme clinrg- |
o, olmost Lefore he knew it, with a barthon |
|of greatuess which presently crushed him '
back into the Illl!i_]i".ﬂ u!n-'\ll‘ii.'l' from which |
lie rome,

Dt the unsonelit gregtoess which s ths

| occasipnally thenst upon an nnexpoeting - |

dividual, 1x 1t .'|1u:1.“. & of In-n'--.\:\;[". ,ﬁ-]ﬂ,n-'m]. |

| When, by the sponaneons econfidence of his |

fellow-citizens, Cincinnatns was snmmoned |

from the plough, to avert the danger which |
menseed the independence of his country, |
the skill and energy which enalided liw, ina !
elit, to lrive back, like o Hock of

sheop, the presumptuons enemios of Rome to
i ]

singele fo

thair own citios, proved that the unqualified |

supremaey with which e had been invested,

hnd been worthily bestoweld, A slmilar rn.|

mark may be made of wur own Wiashington, |

tnd of his appointient (o the command in

those fortanate but insiguificant individuuls,
whom aecident sometimes lilts into uotice, to |

onets which, for twelve years, have propped
np the totlering throne of the YVatlean, sn

aboat to be witkdrawn § and 10 by wo mesis

Why pay all var attention to one of these |

intercats, anid leave the othees uneared for ! chicl of onr unorgauized and ilkprovided
How ¢an onr people como to any understan-
ding about théir conunon intercsts, un]lw'.-al
theyvmect in common conneil ] For the
purpose of t‘.un-.u]ling in rolation to these | 0 distinetion of which the a ||‘:|1|hl.:_f|‘-¢ wiere
eommon intereats, this Convention of South- Lmore than doubtful, while of the dangers
emi Planters is called. - Thore are many im- [ theve cotld be no doubt at all.  And, more-

portant subjects which they will discuss in | ovor, the uncertainty how far suel an appoint.

: |
revolutionnry army @ for there ean be no ques |

tion that this was o distinetion as little look-

@l for by him as it wes desivable to any one; |

| have eerluinly oo men whom we wounlid

disappear a4 silently ss they rose.  “The | bovond the Hmit of possilility, that in Jes
greatuess, therefore,” which Be las undenin- | thay another twelve inouths, the world may
[ bly achieved, his this most remiarkalile guir- | onee moro see Mazzind in Rome,

auty of its reality, that it Las been won iu,] For inuny yenrs the political sky of En-
| the fiiee of involorate snd alimost universal rope lins never presentod an aspeet s darkly
!l-r-jll-li-'l'. anid has Leen dnvoluntardly conee- . lowering as nt preseat.  For many years
{ded Dy the tandy judgmoent of a relagtont | thero have not seemimd o sceunulate at auy
| worlil,  Indeed, if overany wan, by dint of |
illﬁr-\?l»[n- Ill'h\l'\l‘l';l!lt‘l' .‘li|-] ill-]nrll;l.ﬂll!' 1\“1

one thme so many of the chanents of discond,
or to gather and combine ko many dimes

in pursuit of lis oljeets, mistained by a per Fominonsly sennciie the perinmnence of peace,

wonal shility 1|||'I'c'~lt'il.]|=;:|}' vinifested with | Bat in all these I'-IIIIII]‘It'-I“-riI‘. wi can dis

every new development, could fuldly cliinito ! cover only evidences of the growing strengl)
huve wrullj_'lal oul for Limscdl n jll-l title to
Lo ealledd grent, that man is :\'.|1m[ o 11—

| Whethor he is nx

of .\'!t}lull-un: and we entertnin the fullest

gonviction, that il he desites poace e ean
certainly commamd, and will ongeestionulily
lf hie |i-u-s nob desire i‘. lii oo

gond as i s groat is o il

ferent quostion, and one which we need ot | maintain it
hore discuss; bub he i3 cortainly vory fir dne | will most assurodly e nrenewil of war: i
| doed from being s bl o it has Deen the l

| faslion to paint him.  Ilis geeitest Gmputed | ovidences of his far-seeing spgacity to donly

win Lins been Lis ll‘ulnllliu,:«-rl n constitation | that e willtuen it to the pecrandizomont of

e s | wlieh he liad sworn to sustain ; but this die- | Franee and the o -.-,.“11.1;_.!.”;. nt of his own
wis made the relnctant recipient of that un- |,
| ]

ng, sl as b at first sight appears, indefon- | purposes @ gl thit

wilile, act, losos much of its enlpability, when | in tlie pos

. . - . 1 - - - .

it is eonsidorsd, ns has since rlllpl':ll'ml, thitt | for tho sake of which he went in.
the Llow which he struck wis in r-vlf-lnn-wr- It lins boen said, and in gonerad we admit
vistion sgainst & Lody who, with cqual disre- | the justioc of the remarl, that it is not sale

_'_"ill‘-l of the |-';;‘ili||l;a")‘ of the wieans to be | to write the ]lint--r}' al AUV man #o ]uu_._;- e

sinployed, were hent on offecting his destrue- | he i living; but if privdenes, sfgacity, cloar |

Asl even in that mest hazardous net, | statesmanship, and a diplomsoy hitherto sue-

fiom,

whother wo approve or .]i~.51.i,;'.-t'v it, wo ilis- | peasful without r-:.ﬁ,:n:»‘--, may fumish any

cover all the elpencteristios which distinguish | egaranty of 14e chareter of 8 vet uncertuin

the II'II‘:-' roal mm—unheaitating dociston | futnre, ?\';rimh‘-vu I is not Nk |'.\' to Livlie, in

of purpose, — boll and confident sulfreli- | the evaning of 1« rolgn, the promise of its

aneo,—eolin looking of the erists in the eye, | morilan § nor is Europe likely to be with

| above all that resiatleds power of beu= | out & mnster; =

continues Lo hear

|
—=ini LN as e

ding others to bis will which he displayed in | the seeptre of France,

sl & Vi aitilnore wisittive fn- e e —— e
wivlding the vast machinery of exeentive au F e tcorie BRe W ek
monions action Uronghout all the wildtumult ¢ “‘t. Feeder “.in I”“I."n our St page, Oy
| marning, A very interoiting paper fromn the pen
of Prof, Bawsann, President of Oxford Univers).
ty, on the --1|1|j|~1"l of *Meteotie Showers.," We
pubilizhel, recontly, an acoonunt ol n phenomnon
of this kind in Olia, and in aoswer on lettor
banxanp fur-

thority, military and eivil, Ao stowdy and har- |

of a convulsion which shook aociety to its
foandativns—a power which only ascompa-
niea eonscions -‘ulnvri-'l‘il v, sl which other
met Peeo giiee, as it were instinetivel v, where-
| from a citizen of Memphisz, Prof,

nishios nn epitome of the histary of olservtions

over it oxists,
It hus boen said that suceess is the true

Judeed by that standard, | 9Pon, and the theoties which are supposed to
ted by L Panadard,

st of grreatness, : ;
- S ! neeount I’nr, e h\ll;:l.lhf' |l|\|'||n-1)ll'|\!\ of nerolites.
It will bo found alike interesteng to the gencral

and the seientifie render,.— A ppeil,

there ean by no queation of the greatiess of
Napoleon T fie of all'men living he las |
Wo may indecd |

beon the most =acocssful,
question the justioe of the staudand; for thore ’

V [The following is the letter of Chancellor Thag-
wann, above refared to, D, B informs s that
| it was preparved in haste, with noview to its puli-
lieation, and, therefore, with less of care to make
the copy legible than would othurwise have been
bestowed npon it Appearing in the Aprrsar

willingly eall great; who lhave undenialiy
failod ; but on the other hand there was nev-
or vt an inforior man who in groat things

. .
was suecessfiil,  Napoloon: has not ouly heen

lie will come ont of it I

ion of those very advaniagen |

! without his snupervicion, it was there disflgared |

addition to that of Dircct Trnde. .\lllu.lgl
the most important snttors which will attract |

ment earrdod with it so actual and not a shad- | the most snecessfitl man of Lis age, bot he

hins been suceessful over the greatest dilficul- |

OWY OF visioniry mreatneds, was ong which it e
tics. With a people torn by factivns, with

by many crvors of the press; which he has eor- |

rected for’the Ixmnremesgan] o

their attention, are, the agricalural and man- tla-ln-:uhu! on the charieter of the mn ina |
ufacturing interesta of the South, and the [ groat degree to determine; =o that it \\':uJ
supplying of Southern sclhiool books. We [ chicfly o harren responsibility which was |
bardly suppose that the political afatws of | thrust upon Washington: and the greatness |
the South will be a sulject of discussion : which grew out of il was of his own crea- |
{ tion,

| |

among them.
It may seem nbsned to imtimute that there |

“We heartily approve of this anunal pesemn-
bling of Southorn Plinters. Tt cultivates an | ©8n be any point of resemblance hetween |
aequaintance among thom, which mist re. | men s0 widely different, in noarly every im-
sult in greater hiarmony of sentiment and a | portaut chaseteristic, as Wadhington and

stronger band of brotherhood,  Desides, if | the romarkable individual whose mnne we

the ereatures of a dethronod dynasty inces-
' santly Inborine to undermine him, with the |

Usrversiry or Mississirrr, )

June 4th, 1200, §
Dear Sm:—T have reccived your note of the
A0th ult,, and avail my=elf of the eartlest moment
In nsking my apinion in ro-

thwarted and yisionary votaries of a wild and
lovelling socialism |1v1p=-'.:1'||T'r ]-!nlﬁrrz Arainst

of leisure to reply.
gird to the shower of stanes reported Lo have
taken placo recently in Ohin, I am a little in
dould s to whether you mean (o raise a ques.
tlon eoncerning the eredibilily of this sintement,
or of such statements in goneral; or whether,
admitling the truth ef the alleged facls, you

wish to know what theory, if any, seienee lns to

Liis lifle, o has gono steadily snd merrup-
todly on in the prosecation of sll those zreal
wmensures of publie policy by which 2 nation

is rendered prosperous at home andd formida-
ble abread, till faction has boen siloneixd, o=
pozition paralyzed, aml his power so firaly |

it effoets no other gw'ul Jrurpose, it -‘r'!'T.\in‘._\'
deaws the attention’ of our people to those
stllljt't'!:ﬁ wlich are of vital iuterest to their
prosperity.  Disoussion will elieit the trath
aml our prople, becoming alive to their in-

teres, can work more nnitedly for the com- they did not originate aud eonld nol control, Burope, A siugle word adl Iressei] by lim, refected by all but the very ervdulous, en of | witha 1

' have placed at the head of this article.  Dat | establishod that, like !‘ '".H. '?IV' The may

it is certainly oqually trao of both, that while | justly elaim that he himsell is the Frutice
| they have boen the architects of their own | which he rules,
ureatness, t]:".\' owed to the times in which ‘ hit N;qimlcnu TIT in not merely to-day the

I they fived, and toa eurrent of evonts whichi | puler of Fratiee @ he is no less (s mister of |

offer to aceonnt for them ?  The Intlor question
is that which T presame you intenil.
Accounts of the occasions] fisll of stones from

fhe heavens are to he found in weitings of almost |

every age; but, until about the begitming of the
present century, they wers for the most part

mon good.  Let us, then, take care that the | the opportusity to demonsteate to mankind | giglitoen months ago, to the smbassador of | (Gone0 very generally regurdud them with some-

Convention of Southern Planters shall be an

of what they were eapable.  Both of them | Austris, filled every court with alarm, :m'll

thing move than distrost.  On the 20th of April,

pssemblare of true men of the South, who :h.‘ul mrived at mature years, before their | mado every financier in Englamd or on the | 1808, there oseurred, however, a phanomenon of

And when Auwatrin, dis- |

this kind in the province of Normandy, in Frunee,

nowest specimen from aay locality whith [ fnee
to be in any eolioetion, is from Hatrison eounty,
1800,

.1.11-'-11:;

Todbus, and B3 on the 268th of Mardd
Bt an aetive colleclors are almost ye nr?
to the number of their spechinons, and as handly
a year passes, now that seience has bhecomo o
vigllant, without zome new oceurrenee of this
kind being noled, T do not doubit that wmany
caliinets arg by this time eotiche! with more re-
| cent spchinens,

In illustrntion of this ramark, 1 may obsorve
that the scientifie Journals contain noticws of at
lenst four moleors attended with explosion, ol
serve] within (e United States during the year

V1859, Tho fiest of these was the Tndian wieteor

of March, metitioned abave ; the second was one
| obworvad in Now England and New York, on the
H1th of Ang Yo thind is reparted by Pro.

feswor B W, MeDonahl, of Bethel colles

aa having seosd over Wost Tennesseo on thie Ist
of Septomber ; amd (he fowrth v
able meteor, seen from Conneet;

4 very remark-

15th of November lnst,

o4 | Frommy personal knowledze of the zeal of |
if war be renewed, wo linve hinl oo muny

Profesin

Kind, and in gathioring visilile oy

[ foel quite confident that some of the rocks of

the recent Uhio show'er are n]l‘(‘ml_\' in Awhorst,
The number of fimg

h

r Shepand in investignting all ficts of this

nenta which have fallen on

A single ocea + beeh very varions.  Qeey

sionally but e mngs s oo known to

f.i”, hut mare

wlly there have been several,

and now and hen o vast nmmber.  Tollie easo

of the Normandy shower sbove mentioned, M, |

Hiot stated, as tho result of his invostization, that

| the total number must bave beon severa! tious
The dotounti

atel

%, on Lhat occasion, weore

heard nearly s hundrod miles in every dircetion, |

The weight of the wasses fallon has been no

le

warionsy  The smaller feagments have heen
of it o fiw ounves—the ludeer of nuany Londred
The heaviest have consiutod

or eolirely of iy, alloyed willy & corts

|-i|.'n|r{_, l;:I"}

1A propeots
tion of nickel—a combinntion never fund native
+ i minorals of terrestria]l origin,
sporimen of this kind feom Soath Amevien, in the
British mnscum, (iself bt a part of tho entire

triss ) whiach wed There t4 an-

s 1,400 G verile,
other in the eabinet of Yale College, from Texas,
of which the welght excesds 1,600 pounds,

Pir. . Lawrenee Smith, of Louis'file, quotes
(Sigraax’s Jovuxat, March, 1855) from the mikin-
<foner Bartlett, of the
¥, adesoription of a mass
s than elllice of these
ahove mentionnl, Hoviende de
Coneeption, ton miles from Lapata, Chibnalua,
[ts weight is stated, on the authority of Senor
Uriquida, at three thousand, sight hundred and
fifty-three pounds,  This was the lorgest mnss
of meteorie iron on reconl, aceording to my pres
ent recollection, until the recent discovery, by
Dr. Johin Evans, United States Geologist for Or-
epron, of a mus inthat Territory (now State,) of

useript journal of Comm
Mexlean howmlary s

af TI{!‘.’:!"\I i iron still larg

existing «at the

entitely unproctdented, aml of a5 yol imperfoctly
nscertainid, dimensions,  From the partial mens-
urements reported, it must weigh many tons.
The mwinoraliygieal character of these nerolites
is so preuliar, that chemists and mineralogists
have now no difficulty In reeogniging a specimen
| wherevor found, though there may have been no
witneeses of it fhll, and though it may have pos-
i sibly been Iying for centuries whare it is- found.
The cletients which enter fnto their composition
| are fow In number s and amonye these, mallealile
iron combined with nickel is almost or quite in-
varmbly present, and sometimes in fiet consti-
| tufes the entire mass,  Desides these chemick]
characteristics, the masses are also reeognizabilo
by their peenllsrappearance, nd thelr superil-
| oinl vitrifuction. A sortof glnzed crust appears
| to cover them, which is correctly deseribed by
; Lieut. Tiblall, in the letter which you send me.
| This ernat, which is usually dark over those parts
| of the surface which séem to havn been exterml
iginal mass, appears o extend, thoush
hter tint, over the fireeh factures made
When themasses have been

in the o

by " . explosion.
| cxaminedas they Iny, inmadiately after the fall,
they have invarinbly been fuund to be hot—oflen
| ton hot to be touchwdt-—and imbedded more or less

| geated the Fea that they are produced out of | 1ries motion be arrested or checkedl, the foreo
| srthy waterials, by Tightning strokes upon the ru;un apparently destroyed is converted into heat.
| #pots where they are found,  Ttis true thal 19 | Wre the earth; which moves at the rate of about
g ptionale of this peenliar offect of lightaing | nincteen miles per second, to be suddenly brought
! could be given, but still the theory had its ndhe- | o rest, by striking an immovable obstacle, tho
renite, untll the fiet of the Al of the bodies had | . tgenerated would be equal to that which
boen fully estalilbahed, would be produced by the instant and completo
_l Another gnppr‘niliﬂlk which has, in st Yenrs, | oo bustion of m‘r{’- eishtm times its own
| had the sanction of some eminent names, attrib- | welght of conl, nnd would mise the temperature
| uted the origln of moteorie stones to coneretions | .o 1o whiole mass to a point about five hundred
formed In the atmosplicre itself, of clements mis- (4,04 hotter than that of the hottest wind-furnace,
ed from the earth in o gascous form.  Hydrogen | o4 o than six hundred times hotter than
gas, hnving the power of carrying with it, In gas- |, oeed fron as it flows from a smelting furnace,

cous combination, melale of dilfirent kinds, and

Were n body to fall from the peint of equilib-

it the |
-I:um.il“\‘ mittinber of Siliman's Jowraal uf' Nolewre, :

1t to Mary land, l

U'with detonstions lasting fully & minute, on the |

weos of them, |

There is ane |

notuhly iron, this gaswas presumad to be the me-
dium of conveying o afficient quantity of such
sulsitances into the upper reprdons of the atmos-
phere, to furnish the materinls {orthe meleors;
andd thep ax this gae ixlighly inflammahle, it vns

rium hetweon the earth and moon, it would entor
the atmasphere with a veloeity only about a third
as great as that of the carth in its orbit ; and ns
the forces represented by moving masses are as
the squares of the velocities, its beat-producing
supiposnd only to nead the ocenrrence of an: elpe- or would be 1 nintl >
LA A ey chenical ae | POTer would be but une ninth as great. Were
|Tit flaih to bring on the aocessary ehe I.I||(I.' such n body to b suddenly arrested, its temper-
tion, _ 1 l!l:'l'll hardly way that modern chomistry | ature would be raised to about seventy times that
{ finds in this by pothesls no aderquate account of the | P racited osars s wers It Ghly 1 e aatandad
matter: and even if the Tormation of the solid n el g L e By
! : & S it would become heated in proportion to the re-
mnsses could be thus satisfuctorily explained, | inedailohs
their groat velority, and the directions of thely me- | ) ’ )
tlon (rarely, ifever, vertical) would still remain 'ﬂ'_“u"t."u] r"m"}“"m' (ffu "f‘d! moving thro'
unoxplained myateries, {heair will vary with the magnitud: and density
A thind hypothiesis has regarded aerolites ns | f'”{'" mags; hut o small I""'J'_"a.‘_" one of afoot
projectiles thrown from terrestrial voloanoes | in diamoter, and of the ?vevmglvclumuty of moteor-
The dilleulties in theway of such s mods of ac- | io stones—though falling vertically dotrnward,
oounting for the phenomona areentirely insuper: | amd l]lurn-l'nrr:- cmw!nn‘t]y '.“'l!"" by F""‘_““.": “f‘l
able.  The carth's stmosplicre offors so enorinons | though "'““'”"%’ the air "_""“" the "‘:I"""." of six
a resistance to hodios moving swiltly through ity and ong half niiles, aoquired in l'nlllng‘ﬂ'mn the
that it eouldl not fail to bring nil hodies so thrown | M99, woull soon bo roduced to the uniform ve-
out back seain to the surfics within a very Hinite | locity of n quarter of a mile per second. What
wl 'Iinl.ml‘\:_ from the lli-:lzi of [)l'i'_il *'Iiu'.l'. IIHIL | "-I'-“ actual ""]U‘rit." of ineteoric llﬂl“c‘! i"l it s dif-
morenver, the power of gravity toward the carth | ficult to determine.  They aresoen but for a fow
flivio: toa | geconds—~they are rarely seon by practised ob-
large, even had the varth no stmosphere, to be | gervers—and those who sce them are usnally so
These | i0dien by surprise, that the statements made by
4 | themas to duration, and divection, and length of
track, are oflen vory diseordant.  But whatever
T ey | it may be, there i no sort of doubt that it must be
wr wode of aecounting for the ;P!ll-“ | yery sensibly reduced, q.lm‘h:g their tight lhrm’b’"
nemen, is one which reesived so far the sanetion | the stmosphere ; and the reduction will bo most
of (ho colebrated Laplace, as to liave boen math- | considerablo ina given time, in the cage of those
ctnnticnlly demonstrated by him to be physioally | whose original veloeities ave highest.  Dr, Bow-
possible ; and one which lins still its advocates diteh estimated the velocity of the Weston mate-
amaona our men of scienee, one of whom-—Ur. J | or (Connecticut) in 1807, ot three miles a second.
Lawrenee Suith—read before the Ameriean As. | Mr. Herriek deduces threo miles and a half from
coelntion for the Advancemunt of Selence, ot their | the reported observations ; but expresses his be-
mecting ofsdpril, 1554, a very claborate, and, it Hef thst the obeervors made the duration at least
must be l\,l_‘("\--n\‘“‘, able arguiment in sdvecacy of three timon too grent, and convequontly, that the
this view, “According to this hypothesis, adro- | velocity must have boon atleast ton miles porscos
lites ave bodick prajectod fram voleanovs in the | ond.  Thosg, of eouiree, are the estimated veloci-
maon.  The moan has no I'Iﬂll"!‘i'lllrl-‘ {neme at | tos daring the I?'-'r]'l‘l of the \iwilr{lit_r of the me-
least senaille) and its forco of atiraction is so | teor.  Tut tho body could not have becomo visi-
mueh loss than that of the earth, that a projoctile | ble until after becoming highly heated ; and there
thrown immedintely toward this planet, with a fore the initinl velocity can only be conjectured.
velovity three or four tinies gronter than (Tt of [f Dr. Bowditeh's estimate is eorrcet for the
a cannon Hall (when it Toaves the gut)—tlst is to | Weston meteor, and if the original velocity had
say, with a velocity of 7,500 or 8000 foet por ssc- | been that acquired by fulling from the peint of
ond, would pass beyond the point of equilibriam | equilibrinm  belwsen the carth and moon, then
betweett the moon andenrth, and woull neccasa- | theremust have been a roduction of more than
vily eotne to ug, with a velocity derived from the balfthe original velocity, and therefore of more
% It | than threequarters of the force; or, in other

i4 5o greal 'ad lo roquire o i.l‘i!!l‘l".il\'

! veasonably looked for from sucha source,
| Loulies finll, moreover, on every part of the carth’
o, lunilredds anid even thousands of miles

fall, ofabont six and a half milos a seeondd,
mist be, oherved, however, that i oot Wirown | Wonds, thore must have boen a genoration of heat
exacily or vory nearly in onr direction, such a | Saflicint to elevate the tempernture of the body

know our varied interests, and will counsel | groatness bogam: both of them wore litted to | continent turn pale. |

:nn cminence as difficult as it was seemingly | regarding thedmonition, dared still to go on |

{ insecure and dangerous, by the wave of rev- | jy pursuit of hor schomos of aggression, the |
olation} and both of them have stamped the | colerity with which he threw his lewions into |
imprcl_-'. of their personal characters upon the | the ﬁ@idg of [1;\]_\" and the eonsammate skill

wisely for their advancament,

et e
The Great Eclipse,
We have been for somne time aware that Pr, Bar-

- - L1
so remarkalile on account of the vast number of | deeply in the earth by the foree of the fall,
persons by whom it way witnessed, the extensive Tn what | have thue ff written, T have proba-
nrea over which the attendant explosinns wero | bly not touched the question which chiefly inler-

heard, and the circumstance that a careful Inves- | ests you, and that i, what areacrolites, and where

marid, the Chancellor of the University of Missiz,
sippi, had been invited to make one of the corps | ™" ’
of astronomers for whose transportation to Cape Washington been governed by impulses such
Chidley—the extreme northern point of Labra- | * have ruled the thind Napoleon from his
dor—for the purpose of ohserving the eclipse of | Dirth, Amevica might have lapsed again into
the Sun which will there be total onthe 15th of | monsrehy ; Lad Napoloon possessed the dis-
July, Congress has made provision, by joint res- | intorestod pagriotism of Washington, France
olution; and that the Trystees of the Univer i‘l)'- might to this day kave continucd to be a ro-
e

history of their respestive conntries. Had |

tigation of all the ficts was directly afterwand
made by erder of the French government, by AL
victory to victory, added the last elommont | Biot, & Gy b the Institute of France, snd
that was wanting to complete the overshad- | sne of the most eminent professors of physics
owing prestige of his nuwae, and to render | which that country has ever produced, as 1o =4
France in kis hands the arbitress of the des- | at rest forever the question, till then nnssttlod, as
tinles of Earope. The very peace of Villa | to the reality of the full, somotimes at loast, of
| meteorie stones from the” atinosphere.

with whicl in porson he led them there from

Franca, londly ss it was excluimed against,

while they naturally regret the absence of t
head of the Pasulty during the interesting exerci-
#es of the approaching Commencement, which is
necessarily involved in his acceptance of the in-
ritation, had alsiest upanimously signified their
willingness, in view of the grest scientific impor-
tanoe of the mission, that he sheuld in it
Pespatahes recently reevived from Wadhington
give natice that the steamer eonveying the ex
dition will eail from New York on Wednesday
pext, (the 27th Instanty and Dr. Barnard will
Jeave here on the 201, v

P —
To Our Cotemporarics of the Press.
Wea have et the * Isreruionses®® t5 8 num-

&t every oppoTtunity,

o] wilh owe them s of gratitude which

M‘:&}iﬂy # large instalments, Lt .

publie.
i Every parallel, thercefore, which we sttemptto
| pursue between these two distinguishod men,
speedily torminates in contrast. The differ-
enves betwoen them are manifost in their car-
list public sets. Washington, & brave and

and greally ns it astonishod the world, only |
proves to-dny how vastly more astute sand
penetrating was his foresight than that of the
worll which complained. He abandoned |
Venetia, it is trae ; but he restored all north-

|

It is true that there had been earlier occur-
rences of a similar natare, of which the accounts

| were too well authenticated to permit them to
[be classed with the questionable fales, often

mingled with circumstances manifestly fabolous,
of the Greek and Roman writers; o well

ern Italy, with that exception, to indepen- | sttosted incident of the kind had attained any- |

do they comefrom? To this question [ am sorry
to be obligeml to Iy, Science has as yot beon alile
to furnish no satisfictory ynswer.  [donot mean,
however, to be understood that there have not
boen apeculations enough on the subject; but the
very fact that many widely differing hypotheses
exist, isin it=ell & proof that the trué explanation
| 1% #fill #mong the seerets of nature hidden from
mankind. Nor eanl perecive how anything like
absolute certainty in the matier can ever be at-
tained. The masses which deseend to us are ev-
idenily (at heast in most cares) but insignificant
fragments of larger bodies, which bodies are viei-

bis to ws only daring the few brief momets in |

which they areinvelved in our stmosphere, and

Lody woull isevitably go biack to themoon. Not- |
withstaniling the plausibility of this hypothesis, !
it is hy no moeans regarded with fiaver in the sd-
entifie worll generally.

A Bypothesis having some analogy to this vas
arigMated carly in his contury, after the discov-
eryof two or three of the numerous group of
small planets whose orhits lie between Marg and
Jupiter. 1t was a favorite notion of Dr. Olbors,
| the discoverer of (e sccomid of these bodies, that
there had once been o larger planet accupying
this position in the solar gystem, which, by its
explosion, from some unknown cause, had pro-
doeed the lesser ones then brought to light, and
Fho acvording!y predicted that other fragments

would be sulsequently discovered.  The verifi-
eation of bis prediciion (there have Inall, up to
{his time, lien discovered nesrly sixty), secured !
for this theory, for a time, a somewhat general fa- |
vor, if not an aleclute neceptation ; but the study |
af the orhits of the entire group has sinee shown
that it ia far from being probable  Assuming, |
Liowever, that such a planetary explosion had oe-
eurred, it was not very difficult to believe that
while the Inrger massedmight have continued to
follow pretty noarly the path of the original plan-
of, the minuter fragments might have been 5o
widely =esttored as (o rench—some of them at
lenst—to our own neighborhood,
Dr, Day, late Presidont of Yale College, threw out, |
many years ngo, ihe idea that the sarth may have
minute satellites revolving about it, Hke the moon,
or revolving rather in orbits more elongated— |
somothing like thoso of comets—which 1wlil:.¢|
aro ordinarily invigible because of their small kize, |
but which, at their contact with our atmosphere
in their nesrer appreaches to the earth, become
visihle by incandosoonce.  Thero is nothing, per-
haps, to object to this theory, cxeept that it can
neither be proved nor disproved. |
Another hypothesis, which may finally be
mentioned, is perhaps more genemlly reecived
than any of the foregoing ; nmd this is one which
regands the bodies from which aerolites descend,
rather as plancts revolving round the sun than as
satellites attendant on the earth. There are |
| facts connected with shooting stars which seem
to render it necessary to suppose that besides
those large amd conspienous globes which make |
up what is called the solar system, there must bo |
& countless number of t‘ﬂmplntiu‘i_\‘ minute bodd-
fes revolving round the sun, perhaps in rings or I
groups, or possibly seattered frregularly =t al}

denee and peace ; and secured to souther | thing like the notoriety which the action of the
Ttaly that froodom for self-assertion which | Prench government, and theactive interest (aken
sho seems now likoly sweceasfully to improve: | In the subject hy the mest Hatinguishied body
r ar into the fa- | of seientific men in France (wd # may be added,

skilful soldiie, ready and encrygetie, and above
ally conscientious in the discharge of duty.]
st no time betrays the slightest ambition of |
soliaggrandizement.  Napaleou, for forty | whereas, had he earried the w s X
years s dresining exile or a prisoner of State, | mous quadrangle, the neccssity of ocoupying ™ the world) inimediately gave tothie. The -

" whese previous or subseqoent track we have no | distances from the great central luminary. I
possibile means of tracing,  Still they asénot in | we suppose this, we shall haye no difienity in
the slightest degros more inexplicable than sre | aecoumting for our froquent encountens with such
those analogoas byt more funiliar phenomena, of | bodies. 10 in the carlier period of the existones
nighily aceurrence, known as “ shooting-stars™ | of the system, there were numbers of thesa bod-

lesin such vicinity o us as to be dangerous g

ton point nearly fifty thmwes above the heat of
melied iron,  This supposes the conversion into
heat of the entire force lost. A eonsidernblo par-
tion of it is however merely tragsferted to the por-
tions of theair which the meteor sets into motion;
and another portion is expended in raising the
temperature of the same air.  Making every
abatanent demanded by these considomtions,
and allowing also, that tho nctual retardation,
owing to the rarity of the upper air, may be much
less than agsumed above, there still remaing an
abundantly satisthetory explanation of the lu-
minosity, the explosion, and the fusion and vitri-
faction of these bodios ; while the greater heat at

| the surface than in the interfor, is scconnted for

by the fiuct, that the resisting foree is applied di-
rectly at the surfase.

I have thus endeavored to answer your ingui-
viesas biriefly as the nature of the subject would
permit, 1M1 have told you little which you did
not know bofore, it must be attributed to the et
that scicoce has really, upon this subject, so lit.
tlo to tell

1 am, Sir, respectfully, ete,,
F. A. P. BARNARD.
——T 4 b C—
From the Sonthern Hernld.

M. Evrror:—I see from your last paper that
in publishing the programme of the commence.
ment exercises, to take place at Oxforv] the latter
part of this month, you state, “this is the yer
in which the cluss of 1853 agread to meet and
bring their familiex” This isa mistake, The
clags of 1535 promised to mect In ten years from
the time they gradusted, and 1885 was the
year ngreed upon. 1 hope as many will assem-
bley, however, at the present commencement as
ean convenlently do =o, and I expoct to be thers
myself, but dislike to see the error 20 uncors
rected.  Thave talked with several of the class
and they all remember it as stated above, A
largo number of that class, who have been
laying “the flattering unction to fhelr souls™
that they have five more ypars to run at large
have not yot poired off, nnd *‘twould be hard h;
make these poor unlucky devils pay the expenses
frtunate (%) married ones.  Desides
my ol Indy ia very complaining, and the ebil-
drem are not woll, and knowingit is not the timo
I promised to bring ‘em out, | shall legve "em st
home where they belong.  “Youm 6l deth in
great basts with & bad pen,”

of the more

DE S0TO,
" Our correspondant “Ie Soto,” seems to
ba very positive that the mgreed mecting of the
?:‘:; ::M;‘i.md University of the elass of
" place until the 1885,
Sever=l othors of e

is? | oot occupy his lmagination,

searecly passes o comscions hour, In which
the vision of bis predestined elevation does
Wasking-
| 4on, ngaln, it wiliogt ambitions, was mani-
fustly not withent that soand jndgment amd

cautions saracity which farnish the hest

the Tyrol would inevitably have drawn Prus- | :;:m’ l“:::"“:”;&:;:f:":fﬂt ‘;:;:
sia and the minor Gorman powers dnto the | o 0 nd stones I one shower, st
suruggle, have extended the couflict to the | | place not far from Hﬁm, in (he yeur 1330,
Risine, have opened wp a Earopesn war of | The Infgest of these weighod one bundred and
colossal dimensiona, and have hiszarded ﬂl.twml! ]'DlDI.II'KIﬁ- Gassendi, a ‘ir‘grmf}- le=s fa-
last another peace of 1815, whivk mivht Liave mars Fregoh phifosopber, about & coptury later,

The bodies thus froquently seen traversing the
upper regions of our atmaosphere, ane posfbly. in
many cases; of the sune hature as these from
which serolites havo bedh soen to descend, but
as thoy eseape without cxploding, they fumish us
with no substantial contributions.  They are of

bom oV on

v chonrdit, w0 g in, vl=tgrr 3

the mume

| the inhabitents of this planet, the canses which —y
made them dangerous would have graduaily
clearcd our path of them, by bringing thew down
to the carth; and on this supposifion thow

! which continued to f)] v with us must be regar- | o the dass of 15853 ta Oxford in
ol an enly the remotur snes, di=turha] and ey | 0 Hemia,
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